
What is the partnership?
The Dunblane Partnership joins the community 
of Dunblane in Scotland with Likhubula, a 
collection of villages in the rural Mulanje 
district of Malawi.

What does the partnership do?
Since June 2005 we have collaborated on 
projects focusing on clean water supplies, 
agriculture and education, as well as 
maintaining friendship links between the two 
communities.  

Who we are

The partnership originated in Dunblane Cathedral in January 
2004. To replace what had been a link with a missionary 
partner abroad, the church was encouraged to consider 
establishing a partnership with a village or project overseas.

Belatedly celebrating the Year of the Child, the church chose 
to place young people at the heart of the decision-making 
process. Groups of young people researched three projects in 
sub-Saharan Africa, evaluated them against set criteria then 
pitched the projects to a committee, who made the final 
selection of a community link in Malawi.

In the months following this choice, the Cathedral established 
a steering committee and made contact with the community 
of Likhubula, high in the Mulanje mountain massif in the 
tea-growing area of Malawi. 

We have now moved beyond our Cathedral roots to set up 
a limited company with charitable status.  The last ten years 
has seen much development and growth in the partnership.  
We continue to work towards our motto of ‘Umodzi’ (working 
together) and look forward to many exciting years ahead.

HOW CAN  I  CONTIBUTE?

Standing Orders or Donations
To

The Likhubula Partnership
Sort Code 80-06-47
Account No 06001073   



The Dunblane Likhubula Link is the operating name of a registered Scottish charity (SCO38877) and a limited company, The Likhubula Partnership, registered in Scotland (312573) 

OUR PROJECTS
Mary’s  Meals

In Dunblane, there is great support for 
Mary’s Meals.  On all partnership 
visits to Likhubula, the programme can 
be seen to be a proven success, with 
over 1,400 children now being fed 
each day at Nansato Primary School.  
Since the introduction there of Mary’s 

Meals, pupil attendance and attainment has increased 
measurably.

The model is simple: fundraising is undertaken in Dunblane, 
Scotland; Mary’s Meals Malawi provides the school with a 
regular supply of fortified maize; local Malawians volunteer in 
the kitchen and prepare the food daily. Simple and effective.  
For more information please visit: www.marysmeals.org.uk

Sanitation

We have built two brand new 
toilet blocks at Nansato Primary 
School after both the boys’ and 
girls’ toilets collapsed in 2013. 
A subcommittee linked with 
reliable businesses in Blantyre 
who visited the site and drew 
up a tender for 12 pit latrines, built to withstand heavy 
usage over time. The ground was broken in March and the 
project completed successfully in Summer 2014.

Dunblane  Likhubula  Youth 
Partnership

Pupils at Dunblane 
High School have 
many opportunities to 
participate in Global 
Citizenship activities 
both in and outside 
the classroom.  One 
of the ways the 
school does this is by 

playing a significant part in the link between Dunblane and 
Likhubula.  Dating back to an initial visit by five pupils and 
two staff in 2008, Dunblane High School has formed a 
special relationship with Chambe Secondary School.

A group of S4 pupils is currently working to establish a 
sustainable nurse project for school pupils in the area to 
improve health needs and health awareness. They are linking 
with partners in and from Malawi and are supported for 
advice by The Gloag Foundation. The girls are fundraising in 
the Dunblane community, having secured initial funding as 
winners of a national competition.

Health  Projects

The Dunblane Likhubula Partnership 
embraced Ann Gloag’s 2012 challenge 
to Rotary Clubs across Scotland to help 
transform maternity care in Malawi. Our 
donation of over £7,000, match-funded 
by Rotary to £15,000, is now helping 
to support women through the Freedom from Fistula and 
Midwife Training Project.

Educational  Bursars

Our objective at present is to meet the fees and associated 
costs for five new children to start each year at Chambe 
Secondary School and to support them throughout four years 
of secondary schooling.

The Likhubula Committee has responsibility for selecting the 
annual intake, monitoring their progress, meeting with parents 
and sending regular reports to Dunblane. Recently, we 
appointed in Likhubula a bursars’ monitor who supports the 
committee with these tasks. 

Our bursars are commonly doing chores at home, walking 
many miles to school (often with little or no food), studying 
at home and dreaming of the future. With the help of 
Dunblane High School we are well on the way to supporting 
our target annual total of twenty Dunblane Bursary Students. 
We now also fund Christina, who has graduated from school 
to college.

It is not expensive. We could do better. After food and 
clean water, going to school is the next priority for the 
people of Malawi. Education can help lift children in 
Likhubula and Malawi out of poverty.


